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“No matter how carefully you plan your goals, they
will never be more than pipe dreams unless you
pursue them with gusto”

W. Clement stone




Polity

» PMO,BJP defend Rajnath, son: The Prime Minister’s Office and BJP president

Amit Shah on Wednesday denied reports about alleged misdemeanour by Home
Minister Rajnath Singh’s son and said charges against him and some Union
Ministers were “baseless, misleading and aimed at tarnishing the party’s image.”
As Opposition parties sharpened their attack on the BJP, Mr. Singh said, “I want to
assure the nation that the day allegations, prima facie or even small, are proven
against me or my family, I will quit politics and public life and sit at home. The
rumours floating around for the last 15-20 days have no basis.” Mr. Singh said he
had spoken to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and Mr. Shah and both had
expressed surprise and termed the rumours as completely baseless. A media report
had suggested that Mr. Modi had ticked off Mr. Singh’s son, Pankaj, a party office-
bearer in Uttar Pradesh, for alleged misconduct. The report speculated that the
rumours were meant to weaken Mr. Rajnath Singh’s position in a turf war for the
number two position in the Union Cabinet. As the government prepares to
showcase its 100 days in office next week, the PMO got into damage control mode
and swiftly issued a statement that the media report was “plain lies, motivated and
constituted a malicious attempt at character assassination and tarnishing the image
of the government.” Expressing “hurt” at the speculative stories, Mr. Shah said he
condemned reports against Mr. Rajnath Singh and his son. “Such propaganda will
not eclipse Mr. Modi’s agenda of development.” (The Hindu).

Economy

RBI simplifies ECB norms: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) on Wednesday
simplified external commercial borrowing (ECB) norms. The central bank also
allowed companies to raise fresh funds through ECBs where the average maturity
period (AMP) exceeds the residual maturity of the existing ECB under automatic
route, with certain riders. RBI said the company should meet the conditions like all-
in-cost of fresh ECB must be less than that of the all-in-cost of existing ECB.
Consent of the existing lender must also be available. Other conditions include the
refinancing shall be undertaken before the maturity of the existing ECB and the
borrower must neither be in the RBI's defaulter list and nor under the investigation
of the Directorate of Enforcement (DoE). Companies are allowed to refinance
existing ECB by raising fresh ECB at lower all-in-cost on condition that the
outstanding maturity of the original loan is maintained. “Cases, where the average
maturity period (AMP) of the fresh ECB is more than the residual maturity of
existing ECB, are examined by RBI under the approval route,” RBI said. ECB for
investment, especially infrastructure sector, is under automatic route and does not
require RBI or government approval. (The Financial Express).
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> New entity likely to develop last-mile port connectivity: The shipping

ministry is looking at setting up a special purpose vehicle (SPV) for all
major ports to provide last-mile rail connectivity. Public sector undertakings
(PSUs) under the administrative control of the Indian Railways are being
considered to develop the SPV, which will involve subscription-based equity from
all the major ports. The proposal, in preliminary stages, is likely to be finalised
within a couple of months. "We are currently exploring setting up an SPV to
enhance last-mile port connectivity using railways," said a senior ministry official.
"It will involve an equity base of Rs 50-100 crore which will be funded by port
trusts. The work will either be done by the SPV or it can be outsourced." Last-mile
connectivity, in this case, is linking the port to the railway network. Using railway
to move cargo increases efficiency and reduces cost, when compared with road
transport. But last-mile connectivity has been an issue ports have been grappling
with for a while. Cities and population have become impediments to port
connectivity. Ministry officials and analysts pointed out that ports would benefit
from this move, as it would improve the turnaround time and efficiency. Hemant
Bhattbhatt, chief executive of HMSA Consultancy Services, said: "While the
emergence of cities is facilitated by ports, last-mile connectivity to these very ports
is subject to city regulations. Additionally, last-mile port connectivity faces another
level of challenge, owing to the dependence on intra-government cooperation for
clearances." (Business Standard)

Editorial

Kerala’s challenge: Kerala has moved expeditiously to curb the availability of
Indian Made Foreign Liquor and get on to the road to total prohibition. Whether
the decision is the outcome of intra-party manoeuvres in the Congress, or of a
genuine quest for the public good, it bodes well for the State from the social
standpoint. Indeed, the State could serve as a testing ground on this front for the
rest of the country. Kerala has one of the highest per capita consumption rates for
hard liquor among Indian States, and there is a predominant sentiment against it
given its deleterious effects. Yet, there really was no known proclivity, or demand,
in favour of prohibition among the two dominant political formations in the State.
There has been no organised temperance movement of note in recent times — but
for occasional pleas by certain cultural leaders and the Church. The likes of the
Gandhian, M.P. Manmadhan, who led an anti-liquor movement, albeit a feeble and
largely symbolic one, in the 1970s and 1980s, have been all but forgotten. This
background does give a certain unreal quality to the sudden decision. However,
the fact that shutting out liquor could bring significant electoral dividends, given
the large constituency of voters, including women, who are affected by and feel
strongly against it, would not have been lost on Chief Minister Oommen Chandy.
This will also staunch the flow of money from liquor contractors into the kitty of
political parties, come election-time. (The Hindu)
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| NEW DELHI: With days to go for,
Prime Minister NarendraModi’s
scheduled visit to Japan, the
_tracks are being swiftly cleared

- for India’s bullet train project.

-Thegovernment Wednesday '

notified liberalised FDI norms
for the railways, permitting

100% foreign investmentin areas - | ‘

. including high-speed projects,

 Etoateq froseht Tines and sub- | [

" urban corridor projects:

 Fundingand technology issues
related to the construction.of a
hightspeed corridor connecting
he5z4km stretchfrom Mumbaito

. Ahmedabadarelikely tobefirmed
- up during Modi’s visit, which
. starts August 30, The railways
Tave drawn up an action plan of
“pre-construction activities” that
-need to be immediately taken up.
The Indian delegation islikely

to inslst vn a lranslerof technol-
ogy clause to provide for indige-
ilousmanizfa(’:ture of rolling stock

3

(coatlies, wagons, etc) 2

" speed technology; officials:

ration Agency (JIC. 1

ingajointstudy; railways /- 10t
‘oﬁﬂleisz,ﬂ()’cmrepmpm@pom- " peenformalizedwithJapanorany
dor—is stoid tohave offered other country As of now; the i
'ah‘ixnﬁqd»léan’(Wiﬂioutpreoondi-_ waysare preparing tolatifich
tionis ontechnology purchase) to. - Timinary worksto imple ;
build the infragtructure; But the Jh-speed plans Railway Board "
offer comeswith a ‘tied loan’ com-" . dy\ﬁmanAnmenﬂraIﬁnmsaid.
* ponentoh mandatory purchasecf - | ,
rollingstock from Japanesefirms. |
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‘PM sets up panel to'
‘review obsolete laws

STATIMAN NEWS SEIWII:E
New Delhi, 2’7 August

‘The Prime Mmlster Mr‘

.approved the constltutlon of
' a committee that would

:_ommend amendment iry
obsolete laws to further

smoothen and simplify the,

governance.

‘ Whilethe secretarymthe
Prime Minister's Office, Mr

- RRamanujam, would chair

Bhasin, former sécretary
. of the legislative depart-
ment, would be another
member of the committee,
+ 'said a senior PM@® official.
 The commiittee-has been
asked to submit its report
within three months, so
that'a comprehenswe Bill

. .canbeintroduced in the wih-

ter session-of Parliament,

based on its recommenda—-'

tions.

Narendra Modi, today

review, identify and rec-.

the committee; Mr V K

The Prime Mmlster has..
S alsoexpressed concernthat .

' The newly—constztuted

committee will

" exarminie all Acts

recommended to be '
repealed by the
Comymittee on Review
of Administrative
Laws, which had been

'appomted by the

Union Government of
Shri Atal Bihari
Vajpayee in 1998

out of the 1382 Acts recom-

mended for repeal by that
Committee, only 415 have

-been repealed so far.

Mr Modi called for a

focused and result-oriented -

exercise to systematically

weed out archaic laws and -

rules. “The Committee will-

. also examine Actsand Rules,

which may. have become

.- obsolete within the last ten
“to fifteen years, ” the PM%

official sald

Date: gg‘og}yq
Page No. ™



The Indian Express

'SC’s advice to PM,
CMs: don’t induct
‘tainted’ as ministers

. UTKARSH ANAND

' NEWDELHI, AUGUST 27

-THE Supreme Court on
. Wednesday advised the Prime
; Minister and Chief Ministers
not toinduct in their ministries
people against whom charges
- have been framed in criminal
| or corruption cases. Stating
\ that this was the “constitu-
| | tional expectation”, the court
'said such “tainted” people
: “thwart the principle of good
governance” and destroy the
'trust reposed by the Constitu-
 tionin the highest executive.

A five-judge Constitution
Bench, headed by Chief Jus-
tice of India R M Lodha, held
thatwhile it cannot issue direc-
tives to the PM or CMs, a cabi-
netwith clean leaderswas “le-
gitimately expected” inview of
the sanctity of their “oath to
bear true fajth and allegiance to

the Constitution of India and to
discharge their duties falthfully
and conscientiouisly”.

“The Prime Minister,
while living up to the trust re-

posed in him, would consider-

not choosing a person with

‘criminal antecedents against

whom charges have been
framed for heinous or serious
crimina] offences or charges of
corruption to become a minis-
ter of the council of ministers...

This is what the Constitution - -

suggests and that is the consti-
tutional expectation from the
Prime Minister. Rest has tobe
left to the wisdom of the Prime
Minister. We say nothing
more, nothing less,” said the
123-page judgement, authored
by Justice Dipak Misra.

The court, however, said
it cannot pass any direction on
disqualification since it

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2

Date: ;zg’(og\ (v

Page No. (1" )

would tantamount to crossing the
boundaries of judicial review” and

~ adding something that the Consti-

/“.

tution did not provide for.
According to the Association

of Democratic Reforms, at least a

dozen ministers in Prinie Minister
Narendra Modi’s team have been

naired in criminal cases. About 34

© per cent of the current Lok Sabha

members’ have criminal cases

‘pending against them, including 21
per.cent who face serious charges’

like murder, kldnappmg and sex-
ualassault. ‘

Dec1dmg aPIL ﬁled by advo-
cate ‘Manoj Narula eight years
ago, thecourt said, “It is expected
that the persons who are chosen
as miristers do not have criminal
antecedents, espemally facing trial
in respect of serious or heinous
ctitiiinal offences ot offences per-
tamlng to corruptlon He has to

" bearin mmd that unwarranted el-

ements or- persons facmg charges
may thwart or hinder the canons

of cnnshtutlnn al morality or prin-

ciples of good governance and
eventually diminish’ 'the constitu-
tional trust.”

In a concurrent but separate
judgement, Justice Kurian Joseph
referred to the Constituent Assem-
bly debate wherein Dr B R Amb-
dekar had said the issue was to be
left to the good senses of the PM
and the CMs, since it was expected

that they would not induct an other-

wise unfit person. He regretted that
over a period of time, this had be-
come “onlya story of great expecta-
tions”. .

“IIence, it has become the
bounden duty of the court to re-
mind the PM and CMs of their duty
to act in accordance with the consti-
tutional aspirations... they will be
well advised to consider avoiding
any person in the council of minis-
ters against whom charges have
been framed by a criminal court,”
he said. _

Justice Madan B Lokuy, in his
‘concurrent but separate judge-
ment, said that although the bur-
den of appointing a suitable per-
son as minister lies on the
shoulders of the FM or CMs, they
must remember that they are “an-
swerable to Parliament and under
the gaze of the watchful eye of the

people of the country.” He added
that it was, however, for the legisla-
ture to-pass a law on restricting
people with criminal antecedents
from becoming ministers.

The petition was filed by

Narula after Lalu Prasad, Mohd |

Taslimuddin and some others were

included in the union council of
ministers in 2004. He contended
that those discharging public du-

ties should be of unquestionable
integrity.

The Centre had argued that re-

moving ministers was agairist the
constitutional prerogative of Parlia-
ment and will of the people, and
that “once a person is an MP, he is
entitled to be in the council of min-
isters, if the Prime Minister so de-
cides.” -
While amicus curiae Rakesh

Dwivedi had favoured removal of

ministers facing serious charges,
senior advocates K Parasaran and
TR Andhyarujina, contended that
any kind of additional prohlbmon
by ajudicial mtcrprctatmn wasim-
permissible since the PM was the
sole repository of power under the
Constitution on the issue.
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‘Cong says onus on Modi as 14
‘Cabinet ministers face charges

! EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

'AS THE Supreme Court ad-
‘vised Prime Minister and chief
- ministers not to induct peoplée

_ against whom charges have -

been framed in criminal and
corruption cases, the Congress
Wednesday said the onus was
nowon Prime Minister Naren-
draModi to explain the contin-

uation of 14 ministerswith “se- -

riouscharges” against them.
The Congress, however,
could not promise action
against ministers facing
charges in party-ruled states.
“The Congress concurs with
the observations of the Con-
stitutional Bench of the

Supreme Court. These obser-
vations put the onus on PM
Modi to explain to the nation
why he contmues to include

~"in his Cablnet 14 ministers -

who - are facing serious
charges against them,” Cori-
gress spokesperson Rajeev

. Gowdasaid.

He, however, ‘claimed
that the track record of Modi
as chief minister of Gujarat

does not inspire confidence

and referred to the continua-

tion of Babulal Bokharia, who

was convicted and sentenced
to three years’ imprisonment
in the Rs 54-crore illegal mine
stone-case in 2013. Gowda
said 14 ministers in the Modi
Cabinet face charges, but

could name only five.

While - the Congress
asked the Prime Minister to,
“demonstrate due respect to !
the observations” of the SC’
and “exercise his moral au-!
thority”, the party could not’
promise that its chief minis-,
ters would remove ministers
facing charges from thelr
ministries.

Asked if the Congress
would, in view of the obser-
vations, direct all its CMs to
drop ministers who are facing
charges without waiting for
the final orders, he said “The,
party will make sure that
every CM of ours pays atten-.
tion to the observations of the
Supreme Court.” /
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Now, get Internet domam : \
names ir ~reg10nal lan,

‘ ‘OURBUREALL

NewDeIhl August27 | . _:‘ .
 The Government on Wednesday

P launchied 'bharat’ demain name -
| "indifferent languages, including: - I

| Hindi; Bodo, Dogri, Maijlthali, Ma-
rathx, Konkam‘ ‘Nepah and Slnd-

easy identification of a person or
'orgamsatlon, -éspecially -
small time businessrmeén in vari-

. ous parts of the country. Unii}

. .now Jndian users had only * m’

domain name to glve a local fla:*

Such domaln ‘mnames w111 help;
b fvboost local content. Itwould help’

the,.

S vour to thelr web51tes “Most of 2
. the futuree expansxon of the Initér-

‘net is going to come-from Asia, -

! Africa‘and:thé developing world.:
Tiocal laigudgés, conteritand cul-
ture will incréasingly ‘becomeé -
mportant themes for the fture -

xpansion of the Intérnet:Mobile 1 -

~devices ‘and applications-as well: ‘websitein local'language will fur-

associal media will be: lmporcant

! requlrements
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! ’for lntemet‘_

fc0ntent ints the loeal languages

and growth of the websites in lo-

- cal languages has direct bearing

"with the development of content
-in locallanguages.:

- “Dépiction :of the URL of the

-+~ thergoalong way inensuringin-

vdetermmants of this growth,"Ra- -

vi Shankar ;Prasad; Mirister of<

launch. -
He sald one: of the lmporcant

' Communications . and ‘Informa-:’
* tion Technology, said here at the

mclusxve manner, " prasad sald

clusive growth of Internet. I'am
sure-with the Jaunch'of “bharat’

*in. Devanagri scnpt would'go a

long way in spurring the Internet -
growthand dlgltlsmg India in an 1

pd
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The Indian Express

PMO, Shah rush
- to back Rajnath

Home Minister says will quit public life if
‘misconduct’ allegations against son are proved

LIZ MATHEW
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 27

‘ COTCHING rumours
of an internal rift in the

BIP-led government, .

the Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) as well as party chief
Amit Shah Wednesday denied
allegations against Home
'Minister Rajnath Singh’s son
and rubbished reports of dif-
ferences between ministers.
“This has reference to re-
ports appearing in a section of
the media over the past sev-
eral weeks, mentioning the
Prime Minister, and referring
tothe conduct of some Union
ministers, and alleged miscon-
duct of the home minister’s
son. The reports are plain lies,
motivated and constitute a
malicious attempt at charac-
ter assassination and tarnish-
ing the image of the govern-
ment,” the PMO said. “Those
indulging in such rumour-
mongering are damaging the
interest of the nation.”
Mediareportshad claimed

that Rajnath was upset with
stories claiming his son, Pankaj,
was pulled up by Modi for al-
leged “misconduct”, and that
the home minister held a “min-
isterial colleague” and “party
rival” responsible for spread-
ing rumors against his son.

< In a statement to the me-

dia, Rajnath said, “In the past
15-20 days, there have been
rumours in the air about me
and my family. I thought ru-
mours have nobasis and these
will end insome days.”

“ButIamseeingthat these
rumours are gaining momen-
tum. Iwant to assure the nation
that the day allegations, even
prima facie or even small, are
provenagainst me or my family,
Iwill quit politics and publiclife
andsit athome,” he said.

The home minister said he
had talked to Modi and Shah
about the rumors about him
and his family. “I have told this
to the PM and Amit Shah.
They have expressed surprise
over this and termed it as com-
pletelybaseless,” Singh said.

A detailed statement from
Shah followed a few hours
later. “As party president, I be-
lieve that the conduct of all our
ministers is of highest stan-
dard, and such propaganda is
baseless,” it said. “His political
life has been a symbol of sim-
plicity, grace and probity. The
allegations against him are
baseless, untrue and have heen
spread with an intention to tar-
nish the image of the party.”

The BJP chief said that
Rajnath’s son is currently a
general secretary of the party’s
Uttar Pradesh unit and has
served the party in different

rolesinthe past 10years.

Despite the denials and
the support by the PMO and
Shah, some BJP leaders said
that the developments have
“exposed” the differencesbe-
tween senior party leaders.
“The denials, it seems, have
given credibility to the ru-
mours and highlighted them
when it did not need to hap-
pen,” said a BJP leader.

The BJP spokespersons
remained silent on the re-
ported allegations against Ra-
jnath’s son. “The Congress-
led government was mute
even when charges with evi-
dence were raised. Inthis case,
there were no charges, but ru-
mours only,” BJP spokesper-
son Sambit Patra said.

The Congress, meanwhile,
asked Rajnath and Modito ex-
plainwho has levelledthe alle-
gations, and what prompted
the PMO to respond with so
much “alacrity”. “The Con-
gress...has not levelled allega-
tions against his son. We have
not levelled any allegation
against him also. So, the country
and the Congresswould like to
know from Rajnath Singh and
PM astowhatis the allegation
against his son which you are
denying,” Congress general

_secretary Ajay Maken said.

(Inputs from Manoj C G

and Vijaita Singh)
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Censor board reforms

on cards after graft blot

ZiaHaq
= zia haq@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The NDA govern-
ment is set to move the process
of film certification online and

put a stop to manual applications-

as part of a move to overhaul
India’s censor board after one
of its top officials was arrested
on charges of bribery.

Information and broadcasting
minister Prakash Javadekar has
asked his ministry toadopt a zero-
tolerance approach towards cor-
ruption in film certification and
restore credibility of the Central
Board of Film Certification.

‘A complete modernisation
of the censor board is on the
cards. We will do everything to
restore the credibility of thecen-
sor board,” I&B secretary Bimal
Julka told HT. A presentation,
which was recently made to
Javadekar, is now being finalized.

The ministry is planning a
meet of prominent film-makers
and producers’ association to
take their views.

To bring transparency, the
new plan proposes to install an
I-T enabled platform for filing

ACOMPLETE
MODERNISATION OF
THE CENSOR BOARD
JS ON THE CARDS . WE
WILL DO EVERYTHING TO
RESTORE TS CREDIBILITY

BIMAL JULKA, secretary, information
and broadcasting ministry

of applications by film-makers,
which will be publicly accessible.
This is expected to remove lay-
ers of opacity in the business.
The ministry hopes to get rid of
manual applications to eliminate
middle-men in the business who
often pay bribes to jump queues.
Another possible change is
‘that designated venues could be
earmarked for pre-release view-
ing of films, instead of viewing
in private studios and auditori-
ums by censor board officials.
The Cinematograph Act, 1952
provides for certifying films
with respect to suitably for pub-
lic viewing. The ministry will
speed up legislative changes and
push a bill to amend the Act.
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Bengal to draft leetan Rehabllltatlon Pohcy

SIllABHA SEHBIJPTA
: sulagna@thesuztesman.net
Kolkata 27 August

"VlSlt to North Bengal on. 1

September whereshe is "
. ' scheduledto conductmeet- -

wh11e in West Bengal there\
are around 30,000 Tibetans
staying mostly in North _

to the leetan Co- operatlve )
societies and make then '
self-sustainable. '

ings with the Gorkhas and Bengal.’ The state government
Wlth leetans debarred _the Lepchas and overall - Theguideline mentioned will also sign land lease’
from getting Central gov- developmentof thehillcom- that the state government agreement-with the Cen-
‘ernment facilities in West , munity in Bengal. will ‘provide educational tral Tibetan Relief Com-
Bengal, the state govern- ‘Fewmonthsbacka meet-  subsidies for education of mittee(CTRC) so that
ment hasdecided todrafta ing was held withthe Min-  Tibetan childreninschools Tibetans can get the rights
Tibetan Rehabilitation Pol- - istry of Home Affairs(MHA) * 'and universities. Special of theland . The CTRC will
- icy where they areentitled where it wasdecidedthata subsidy wili be exteridedto ' decide which' portions. of
to all the development policyshouldbeframedfor Tibetan students who are landaretobe usédforagri- :
schemes of governmentof . the Tibetan Refugees stay- - -pursuingprofessional cours- culture, and commerc1a1 .
Indla as any Indian citi- ing ih Bengal and consé- esl]keengmeermg medlcal use,

zeh~Mahatma -Gandhi
National Rural Employment
Gurantee Act(MNREGA),
Rajiv Awas Yojna(RAY),
National Rural Health Mis-
sion(NRHM), Public Dis-
{ribution: System( including

‘quently a draft policy has

been framed.

Thedraft guldehne that%

Tibetans should be includ-

edinthelistof beneficiaries -
- of MNREGA, 'RAY, NRHM,
-PDS, and extensmn of loan:

' science etc.

The state government
will provide special per-
mission and provide sepa-
‘rate land to the Tibetan
~refugees torun Tibetan Baz-

zars where they cantrade.

‘tificate .will be issued by

The rent tenancy cer-

the state government and the -
government will collect the
revenue fee from the local.

Settlement officer of the

Tibetan settlement.’

‘issuance of ration cards), facﬂltlesbythenatlonahsed ‘Tibetan artifacts; hand-’ Mr Bausdeb BanerJee-
extension of loan facilities banks. - - . looms and handicrafts. state home secretary said -
by nationalised banks. -+ InIndiatherearearound . -+ It was also. mentioned ° thatthey are in the process
. Theédecision cameinthe - 1lakh 10,095 Tibetans set- thatstate governmentwould  of. nnplementlngthe pohcy
tled in 10 states in India , extendﬁnanmalgrant inaid ~ soon. . _ /

. wake of 'Chief  Minister's
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NDA dumps Gadgil’s
report on Western Ghats.

Tells NGT it will
take action based
‘on Kasturirangan
'panel’s findings

: - MOUSHUMI BASU 2 NEW DELHI

“ The NDA Government has
decided to dump the con-
"troversial Madhav Gadgil
 Teporton Western Ghats. The
Environment and Forests
i Ministry took this step after
the National Green Tribunal
directed it to take a clear
stand on the report.
The Ministry informed the
NGT on Wednesday that it was
“not processing” the Western

Ghats Ecology Expert Panel’

report (WGEEP) for any fur-
ther action.
,  The affidavit filed by the
.Ministry in response to a
petition by the Goa
Foundation, stated: “The
Ministry does not wish to
process the WGEEP Report,
that is the Gadgil Report and
would take subsequent
actions only in relation to
High-Level Working Group
(HLWG) Report, that is the
Dr Kasturirangan Report.”
The affidavit was in

" response to the order of the

NGT passed on August 25.

The tribunal was headed by

Justice Swatanter Kumar.
The HLWG Report was a

" suhsequent report to the

WGEEP report and the

__‘:Mlnlslry was exaniining and

3 The Environment Ministry took this step after the National Green Tribunal -
directed it ta take a clear stand on the Westem Ghats Ecology Expert Panel report

3 The counsel for the Goa Foundation, Raj Panjwani contended that the area
which was declared ecologically-sensitive has come down

from 1.29 lakh sq km to 56,825 sq km in the
‘Kasturirangan Repoit. He sald the concern was that a
large-area was left out, which needed protection

.23 The-counsel for the Ministry, on the other hand,
said the Govt was open to considering
extension.of areas to be declared eco~ "

further processing the HLWG
report, the affidavit said.

The affidavit further
stated that the Ministry had
constituted the HLWG on
August 17, 2012 to examine
the WGEEP Report in a holis-
tic and multi-disciplinary
fashion keeping in view the
comments received from
State Governments con-
cerned, Central Ministries
and stakeholders.

The HLWG submitted its
report on April 15, 2013. The
Ministry issued a direction
under Section 5 of the
Environment Protection Act
on November 13, 2013

ordering immediate protec--

tion to the Western Ghats and
maintaining its cnvironmen-
tal integrity.

A drafll notification was
published on March 10, 2014,

declaring ecologically sensi-
tive areas in the Western
Ghats, to which ob)ections
had been invited. :
The counsel for the Goa
Foundation, Raj Panjwani
contended that the area
which was declared ecologi-
cally-sensitive has come
down from 1.29 lakh sq km
to 56,825 sq km in the

Kasturirangan Report. He

said the concern was that a
large area was left out, which
needed protection.

The counsel for the
Ministry, on the other hand,
said the Government was
open to considering extension
of areas to be declared eco-
sensitive and sought time to
get back with a more detailed
affidavit. The next hearing
will be held on September Y.
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Vardhan promises universal

health cover within this year

TRIBUNE NEwS SERVICE

NEWDBLHI, AUGUST 27

 Héalth Minister Hamh.Vard .

han today said the govern-
iment’s Universal Health
Assurance "(UHA)

and would be rolled out with-
m the current financial year..
Speaking at the Eighth
Health Summit organised by
the CII, Vardhan said: “I have
set up cornmittees compris-
ing the best possible academ-
ic, administrative and techni-
cal experts on public health,
‘institutional strengths and
weaknesses, and health
insurance. Their interim
reports are with me. The
UHA will be presented to the

nation in this financial year.”

The UHA would comprise
50 free essential drugs, gov-
ernment-paid health insur-

“ance cover for the poor and
-health insurance for .all at
_competltlve premiums. The
concept of the UHA was initi-

‘ated by the Congress-led -

‘UPA and the Planning Com-
mission had set up an expert
group to design the format of
theprogramme.

The report submitted to the

government had recom-
ended scaling up public
expenditure on health to 2.5

pro-
gramme was in its final stage

Union Health Minis{er Harsh Vardhan with Cll National
Committee on Healthcare Chairman Naresh Trehan at the
8th Health Insurance Summit in New Delhi on Wednesday. rTi

per cent of the GDP to make
the UHA a reality. Currently,
the expenditure is around 1.6
per cent of the GDE Vardhan
today asked the industry to
gear for the boom that would
follow the UHA roll out.
“Indian healthcare sector is
growing at an annual rate of
about 15 per cent since 2011
and is today worth about $80-
85 billion. Independent pro-
Jjections have put the turn-of-
decade size in the region of
$150 billion. But this could
have been an under-estima-
tion as the. UHA was not fac-
‘tored in,” he said referring to

50 free essential drugs for all.
Vardhan said he foresaw in
Indian health sector the kind
of revolution mobile telepho-
ny witnessed in early 2000s.
‘He said information tech-
nology component in the
TUHA would be so strong and

‘tamper-proof that corruption

would be impossible.
“Consumerwill be the king.
Anti-competitive practices
and consumer rights viola-
tion will be dealt with
through a regulatory body,”

" he said describing the exist-

ing doctor-population ratioof
1:1,700 as a huge challenge. /
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‘Bank a/cs under PM scheme
~tobe exempt from Aadhaar

Allaboard

m Phase I (till August 14, 2015) to provide accounts with
overdraft facility of ¥5,000 after six months

m Phase |l (from August 15, 2015-August 15,2018) to ensure
setting up of CGF for coverage of defaults in overdraft accounts

Arun S

:'-New Delhi, Aug 27: To en-,

sureaheadstartforthePrad-
hanMantriJanDhah Yojana

(PMJDY), the government.

will not make it mandatory
for the new bank accounts
opened under the ambitious
the ‘National Mission on Fi-
nancial Inclusion’ to be
linked to the Aadhaar num-
‘bers, according to the fi-

‘nanceministry sources.

PrimeMinisterNarendra

‘Modiwantsatleastonecrore

new. bank accounts to be

- opened on Thursday, the
! opening day for the PMJDY.
- The scheme would cover

- households in hilly, tribal

 andtroubledregionssuchas

-thosethatare Naxal-affected

only after August2015.
“Accounts will opened

. with any one document in-

cluding
phone bill, marriage/birth
certificate for address proof
and NREGA job card/ identi-
ty card of accredited institu-
tions for identity proof. Hav-

" ingan Aadhaarcard/number

©is not mandatory. These ac-

counts can be linked to aad-

haarnumberslater. However, .

Thursday’s camps will facili-

tate issuance of aadhaar
" card,” an official told FE.

. 'PMJDY in his independence
_day address to the nation.

. 'Modi launched the

Currently, only 58.7% of the

" households have access to

. bankingservices.

SBI chairperson Arund-

" | ‘hati Bhattacharya had told

electricity/tele- -

m Target for setting up additional 50,000 BCs challengmg glven -

the constraints of telecom connectivity

m DoT to resolve problems of poor and no telecom connectlwty .
in 5.5 lakh of the 6 lakh villages. -

m Gram dak sewaks in rural areas proposed as business

correspondents of banks

m Web portal to be-created for reportmg/momtormg

FE that an overdraft facility
of up to 35,000 per customer
“will be covered by a govern-
ment guarantee, which ises-
sentially a default guaran-
tee.” "Ministfy officials,
however, saidaproposalfora
CreditGuarantee Fund isbe-
ing considered for coverage
of defaults in overdraft ac-
counts, adding that the cor-
pusof thefundisyettobede-
cided. The creation of the
fund willbepost August2015.

Sources added the overdraft -

facility will be permitted on-
ly to Aadhaar-enabled ac-
counts after ensuring that
the. account holders have
“satisfactorily” operated
theiraccoumtforsixmonths.
Also, though RuPay Debit
card and RuPay Kisan Card
are being offered on Thurs-
day to all new account hold-
ers, these will be functional
only after their bank ac-
countsarelinkedto Aadhaar
numbers, the sources said.
Besides, theseaccountsal-
so will not immediately be

connected to the Core Bank-
ing Solution (CBS) platform.
Though, as Bhattacharya
said, banks are “putting in
otherchecksandbalances”to
prevent any misuse, officials
are unsure if the system is
fool-proofed against frauds
andscams.

The PMJDY is being im-
plemented intwophases. The
first phase (till August .14,
2015) would cover all house-

‘holds with at least one basic

bankingaccount with RuPay
Debitcard with an inbuiltac-

cident insurance cover of 31

lakh and an overdraftfacility
asstated earlier. Therewillal-
so be afinancial literacy pro-
gramme, expansion of Direct
Benefit Transfer under vari-
ous ‘government schemes
through the beneficiaries’
bank accounts and issuance
of RuPay Kisan Card. In the
second phase, (from August
2015to August14,2018), micro-
insurance and unorganised

.sector pension schemes will

beprovided.
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Govt forkeeping retro tax
panel'sremitunderwraps

W Seekstoavoid controversy on trymg to 1nﬁ'mge upon field ofﬁcers authority

) Gureesh Chandra Prasad
New.Delhi, Aug 27

: N HE finance ministry has de-
N I “cided to not to announce the
’ terms of reference of the pro-
posed high-level committee on retro-
i "spectlve taxation toavoidany contro-
ersy.on trying to infringe upon field
i ,fﬁcers author1ty and discretion in
'e“lectlng cases for investigation.
' Sources said the ministry is consid-
“efing if a minimum amount should be
spec:ﬁed astax sought to be avoided in
an offshore transaction for the depart—
ment to invoke the provisions relating
indirect transfers of Indian assets.and
raiseataxclaim.
_The move to keep the remit of the
committee under wraps comes in the
_ context of pastchallengesof aCentral
- Board of Direct Taxes(CBDT)circular
* to field officers that curtailed their
. statutory authority to probe into sus-
" picieus claims of tax benefitunder In-
. dia’stax treaty with Mauritius.
. 'The proposed ‘internal advisory
group’ that would scrutinise all fresh
_ " casesof indirectsaleof Indianassetsre-
- pérted by assessing officers before tax

demands areraised, will have as mem-
bers the Director General of Income
Tax (International Taxation), Member
(Income Tax), CBDT and a senior offi-

cialfrom the Foreign Tax Division.

Theideaof thepanelistomakesure..

that the controversial amendments to
the income tax law in 2012 to tax trans-
actions of even previous years is used
diligently. It involves setting broad pa-
rameters to seléct taxable cases with
significant revenue implications and
not giving directions to assessment of-
ficers (AQs) to act in a certain way in

“the caseof specific companies.

Settmg such broad parameters to
prevent officers from chasing all pos--
sible cases of taxable indirect trans- -

" fers too goes against the statutory

powersgiventothemin Section143(3) '
to make an assessment of income af-
ter seeking a return, hearing evi-
dence in support of claims of relief,
and then determining the total in-
comeon which tax is to be paid. - '

However, the tax department is re-
lying on the Supreme Courtruling in
the Azadi Bachao Andolan case
which held that the CBDT can issue
instructions to assessing officers
meant for ‘appropriate use of re-
sources’ in revenue collection.

The SC had also reversed a Delhi HC
orderthatstruckdownacircularissued

* -in April 2000 by the CBDT (circular 789)

sayinga circular cannot usurp the qua-
sijudicial powers of officers to lift the
corporate veil of an entity.

~ Expertssaid itwouldbeabalancing
actforapanel setupby theexecutiveto
give directions to quasi- sjudicial au-
thérities implementing an Act of Par-
liament and provide sighificant relief
to the industry without interfering
with the officer’s statutory discretion.
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Japanese

AI‘I.In s

inter- departmental-
ee, consisting of offi-

the longpending
“oproposal, sourcessdid.

: lto thé comimittee the applica-
_ "tlons of foreign banks-for

~_;-;NewDelhi Aug27: Aheadof -
.|~ -PrimeMinisterNarendraMo-
i ,-d.ls proposed visit to‘Japan” |’
- ‘this month énd, NewDelhi,in -
. agoodm]lgestln'etothelsland"‘v
< -natior 'thatlsemergmgasma .
€onomic partner for In- BN
.,theoompamesthatareseekmgtomvestlnl dla,consume o IT

PM makes exceptlon toall _w

bank expansion

] to Ja%n to’ bUIld on the momentum that the PM vnsnt willcreate.
will méet compames in Japan, industry associatmns andsom

fom the. ministries of .
e, home, commerce
ternal aﬂ‘a_Jrs_ recently -

The RBI usually forwards. .

; ',branch expansmn for opin-

N3 and medla, presndeni' Reh? ndrashekharsald;- e

\ 3,
panel’s recommendatlons

start two more branches in

< India in addition to its exist- -

‘ingfourbranchesinthecoun-
galoreand Chennai). Bank of

four, wh11e Sumitomo Mitsui
Bankmg has one branch ii

India, takingthetotal tonine.
However; as on. September'

~¢énd 2013, Indian banks only
have four biranches in.J: apan
w1th SBI and Barik- of Indla

ion, and then 1t ‘fakes a ﬁnal -
‘decision on ‘the basis of - the‘

“The pa.nel had earlier de-
ferred M1zuho S proposal to -’

try (in Delhi, Mumbai, Ban-

Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ ‘has.

+ he was' the. GuJarat ‘Chief

: havmg WO branches each
~"Modi 1sunderstoodtohave _‘

. '-'suggested thatthe movemust .

: bé'seenin the larger context
“of - strengthenmg econemic
ties with Tokyo and attract-
ing Japanese mveshnents in.
”,the country, - especially - in
‘megaproj jects suchastheDel-
‘hiMumbai Industrial Corri-
-dor; Sources- said even When

1mster ‘Modi: had ‘support-
-Mlzuho ’s expansmn plans
India.along with: similar.
lansof many Japa.nese com- -
pamesashehasaspecmlrap—
porthththat country o
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‘Govtplans tore-launch benefits
transferin cooking gas distribution

BS REPORTER
New Delhi, 27 August
The government
p. _proposes to re-
“latinch ‘the direct
benefits transfer

(DBT) scheme in liquefied

" “petroleiim’ gas (LPG) distribu-

tlon Howevet, it did not clatify
whether the benefit transfer
would be linked to Aadhaar or
unique identity numbetr. The
petroleum ministry also lifted

) the existing one-cyhnder-per-

© cap on subsidised

" LPG ales.

The proposal to restart DBT

' in LPG was part of an official

statement released to
‘announce the launch of the

"Prime Minister’s Jan Dhan

Yojana, a financial inclusion
scheme, in Delhi on Thursday.
. “THe plan proposes to chan-
" nelall government benefits to
beneficiaries to such accounts
and pushing the DBT scheme
of the government, including
res_tarting the- DBT in LPG
-scheme,” the release issued by
the finance ministry read.
Prime Minister Narendra
.Modi would dedicate mobile
banking facility on basic mobile

_ phones to the nation. The first

“Wasnotin tOWﬂ

0
NHPCputoﬁasFinanceMnmsterArunJantJey‘& :

ﬁealth pact with japan- Agreementto be s;gned to.

ealthfinand

foruniversal fiedlth coverage,
e

sin publiche

phase of the scheme, to be
implemented over the next
yeat, would include universal
access to banking facilities, pro-
viding bank accounts and deb-
it cards with an inbuilt insur-
ance covet.

Under a previous avatar of
the DBT-LPG scheme, the gov-
ernment had transacted over
¥5,000 crore to beneficiaries
using the Aadhaar or unique

identity number issued by the
Unique Identity Authority of
India (UTDAT) under the aegis of
the Planning Commission.
However, the scheme was put
in abeyance by the Cabinet due
to several ground-level imple-

mentation challenges.
Concurrently, the Supreme
Court had also asked the gov-
ernment not to make Aadhaar
mandatory to avail government

Monsoon break might continue for
next 10 days in many parts of India

welfare payments. .
There are neatly 160 million

- LPG connections across India

at present. The subsidy extends
to 12 cylinders a year. A sub-
sidised cylinder cutrently costs
¥414. The oil marketing com-
panies (OMCs) lose¥448 on sale
of each subsidised cylindet.
Overall, under-recoveries on
LPG sales stood at ¥46458 crore
last financial year, roughly 33
per cent of total under-recov-
eries 0f1,39,000 crore reported
by the three OMCs on sales of
diesel, LPG and kerosene put
together.
" “The government has
decided that while 12 sub-
sidised LPG cylinders per
annum will continue tobe sup-
plied to all domestic con-
sumers, there will be no sepa-
rate monthly restriction of one
cylinder per month,” the petro-
leum ministry said in a sepa-
rate official statement on
Wednesday.

This modifies the govern-

- ment’s February 28 decision

and removes the restriction.
According to the statement; the
decision will eliminate difficul-
ties faced by LPG consumetrs, as
the consumption of LPG cylin-
ders is never one amonth.

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE
New Dethi, 27 August

“ The current dry spell over parts of
- North-West, Central and western India

might continue for the next 10-15 days,

threatening yields of major crops like

pulses, oilseeds and coarse cereals.
Even paddy production could take a

" beating in these areas, as prolonged

break in rains could increase the

“reliance on groundwater.

According to the latest forecast by
Indian Institute of Tropical
Meteorology (ITTM), reduced monsoon

" activity might continue over parts of
the country over the next 10-15 days
.

barring south and north-castern parts
of the country.

The southwest monsoon, which
showed strong signs of revival from
mid-July has taken a break after the
first week of August.

Skymet Weather Services said states
of Uttarakhand, Haryana, Punjab, Delhi,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, Uttar
Pradesh, Bihar, Jharkhand,
Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Tamil Nadu,
that amount to half of the total area of
the country have become neatly dry.

It however said a weather system
in the Bay of Bengal might provide some
relief to North-West India from
August 28. )z
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Gold edges higher as $ retfeats

;AIUminium scales 20-month peak; Brent oil
mches up on supply concerns

AGENCIB

London, August 27

Gold prices rose towards $1 285

an ounce on Wednesdayas stocks;:
. tookea breather after a 21/2- week

-rally and the dollar index retreat-

f: ed;from 13-month highs.

' Spotgoldwasup 0.2 percentat.

1 $1 284,20 an ounce , while US gold
I futures for December - -delivery
- were down 90 cents at $1,284.30..

i, Traders reported some gold

!-'buying‘ overnight in Asia,- the --

i Jeading market for physical gold,
{ .butvolumes remained light.
i - Holdings of the SPDR Gold
Trust, the world's largest gold-
-backed exchange-traded fund
and a.gauge of investor demand,
. fell 0.4 per cent to 797.09 tonnes
_on Monday from 800.08 tonnes
. on Friday. -

Among other precious metals,

silver was up 0.2 per cent at $19.38
an ounce, while spot platinum
was up 0.3 per-cent at $1,415.25
and spot: palladium was'up 0.3

. percent at $883.80,

Revival In demand '

EME aluminium hit its highest in

20 months on Tuesday at $2,100 a
tonne, before easing. It was un-

traded in rings, but bid at $2,086
, from $2,083 at the close on Tues-

day. . -

"Quarterly premlums paid ‘on
top of the LME cash price for alu-
minium may be set at record lev-

els as a revival in global demand

bumps up against supply con-
straints caused partly by bottle-
necks at warehouses.
Three-month copper on the
London Metal Exchange was
$7,030 a tonne in official rings

from $7,054 at the close on Tues-
day.

The most active October cop-
per contract on the Shanghai Fu-
tures Exchange slipped 0.6 per |
cent to 50,300 yuan($8,185). !

. LME zinc was $2,353 . Lead was ;
bid at $2,257; tin at $21,975 and |
nickel was bid at $18,720 a tonne. ’:

West Texas Intermediate m-

creased for a second day beforea |
Government report that's fore-
cast to show US crude stackpiles -
dropped. ’

Supplles drop

- Brentadvanced in London. Crude

supplies.probably fell by 2:5 mil-

lion barrels last week, according

to a Bloomberg survey before En-
ergyInformatlonAdmlmstratlon
data today.

The American Petroleum Insti-
tute was said to have reported
that inventories shpped by 13

~ million barrels.

WII for October delivery rose
14 cents to $94 a barrel on the

" New York Mercantile. Exchange.

Brent for October settlement rose
31'cents, to $102.81 a barrel on the
ICEFutures Europe exchange. The
European benchmark crude trad-

ed at an $8.81 premium to WTI, up’
from $8.64 yesterday.

Buliion price (in %)

Mumbai: Silver spot 42,955/kg;,
standarad gold 27,735/10 "gmy;
pure gold 27,895/10 gm..

Chennai: Bar silver 42,380/kg.
standard gold 28,150/10 gm. retail
silver 45.30/gm; 22 carat retail or-
nament gold 2,632/gm.





